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THuRSDAY, Auguf the 14th, 1755. 





‘aN Y correfpondent of to-day will, I 
sada hope, excufe me for not publifhing 
sxin¢8 his letter fooner. To confefs the 

@ truth, I had fome thoughts of mak- 
ing an apology to him for not pub- 
lifhing it at all; having conceived 

an opinion that it might tend to leffen thofe exalted 
ideas which the world has always entertained of us 
men of learning. But though upon reconfideration 
I have changed my mind, I muft take the liberty 
of obferving, by way of introduction, that as I mo- 
deftly prefume no man living has more learning than 


myfelf, 
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myfelf, fo no man values himfelf more upon‘it, or has 
@ greater veneration for all thofe who poffefs it, even 
though they fhould poffefs nothing elfe. I remember to 
have feen it under my grandmother’s own hand, in the 
‘new primer fhe gave me at my firft going to {chool, 
that /earning is better than houfe and land: and though 
I cannot fay that I have ever been in a fituation 
‘to make the proper comparifon between LEARNING and 
HOUSE and LAND; yet my grandmother was a wife 
woman, and I had never reafon to call in queftion the 


‘truth of any of her fayings. 
To Mr. Fitz-AbDAM, 


SrR, 
Ir is with pleafure I obferve, that you commonly 
avoid the ridiculous oftentation of prefixing a fcrap of 


antiquity to your lucubrations. Your practice confirms 
‘mein my opinion, that a line or two of Greek and Lat- 
in, is neither ufeful nor ornamental to a paper intended 
for the benefit of all forts of readers. 

Ir was excufable in your «predeceflors, the Tatler, 
‘Spectator and Guardian ; for in their time we had fine 
gentlemen, one out of twenty of whom could, perhaps, 
make a fhift to pick out the meaning of a Latin couplet. 
But now-a-days, the cafe is altered; it is pedantry to 
know any other language, or, at leaft, to feem to know 
any, but the fafhionable modern ones. For my own 
part, I by no means approve of motto’s, which I doubt 
not are often thought of after the piece is written; and 
if not, muft confine the writer too clofely to the fenfe 
of them. The fame objection I have to numerous 
quotations from the ancients ; for why fhould we fpeak 
in a lefs intelligible language, what may be as perti- 
nently and juftly expreffed in our own? It is with rea- 
fon then, that in our days a man is no more reputed a 


' {cholar 





No. 137. THE WORLD. 824. 


{cholar for quoting Homer and Virgil, than he would 
be efteemed a man of morals for reading Tully and Se- 
neca; and a Greek motto is thought as unneceflary to a 
good eflay, as a head of Otho or Galba would be to a 
learned man, if it was flung round his fhoulders. In- 
deed, to fpeak my mind, if the ufe of a language is to 
arrive at the fenfe, wit, and arts conveyed by it, I fee 
no reafon why our own fhould yield to any other, anci- 
ent or modern. It is copious and manly, though not 
regular ;.and has books in every branch of the arts and 
{ciences, written with a {fpirit and judgment not to be 
exceeded.. Notwithftanding which, a man verfed in 
Greek and Latin, and nothing elfe, fhall be called 
learned ; while another, lefs knowing in thefe, who has 
imbibed the fenfe, fpirit and knowledge of all the beft 
authors in our own language, is denied that honourable 
title. 

I own to you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that he who would 
day in a ftore of prudent and judicious maxims for the 
direction of his conduc Jin life, can do it no where more 
effectually, than from the invaluable works of antiquity. 
But is it abfolutely neceflary that he fhould do this from 
the very languages in which they were written? I am 
myfelf what is called a good Greek and Latin {cholar ; 
and yet I believeI might be mafter of as much true 
knowledge, if I underftood neither. There are many 
good reafons to be given why the ftudy of thefe lan- 
guages ought to be cultivated; but I think this purfuit 
may be carried too far; and that much of the 
‘time fpent in acquiring a critical knowledge of them, 
might be employed to more advantage. I {peak 
in general ; for there are fome, who have a genius par- 
ticularly fuited to the ftudy of words, that would never 
make any figure in the ftudy of things. 

THERE 
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TueEre is hardly any thing truly valuable in the dead 
languages, that may not be read with equal advantage 
and fatisfation in the living, and more particularly in 
our own: for if I may rely upon my own judgment, and 
the report of learned men, many of the beft ancient au- 
thors have loft little by their tranflation into our foil. I 
am charmed with the Greek of Thucydides and Lon- 
ginus ; but I am likewife delighted with the French 
drefs of the laft, and Mr. Smith’s Englith of both. I 
can diftinguifh the gentility and eafe of Cicero, and the 
fpirit and neatnefs of Pliny, in their epifties, as they are 
tranflated by Mr. Melmoth. Will any man that has 
feen Mr. Pope’s Homer, lament that he has not read 
him in the original? And will not every man of a true 
tafte admire the gaiety and good-fenfe of Horace, the 
gallantry and genteel careleffnefs of Ovid, the fire and 
energy of Juvenal, and the paffion of Tibullus, in the 
paraphrafes and tranflations of Donne, Dryden, Garth, 
Congreve and Hammond? | inftance thefe, as their beau- 


ties are with more difficulty transferred into a foreign 


language. 

Ir would be endlefs to enumerate the Englifh poems 
that perhaps equal any thing in Greek or Latin, The 
Paradife Loft will be thought little infericr to the Iliad 
or Aineid in judgment, majefty, and true poetic fire. 
The Effay on Criticifm, I need not fcruple to compare 
with the Epiftle to the Pifo’s; nor to prefer the Dun- 
ciad, Effay on Man, and the Ethic epiftles to any of 
the productions of antiquity. And will you not join 
with me in preferring Alexander’s feaft to all the extra- 
vagance of Pindar, in point of harmony, and power of 
expreflion and numbers? The poets, it is true, had 
different views; but notwithftanding, there may be a 
comparifon. 


To 
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To enlarge farther, would carry me beyond the limits 
I propofe to myfelf ; I fhall therefore conclude my re- 
marks on this kind of writing, with obferving, that if we 
‘fall fhort of the ancients in any part of polite writing, it 
is in the method of dialogue, in which fome of them, as 
Xenophon, Plato and Tully, had moft excellent talents : 
-and yet I know not whether the dialogue on medals, 
and the minute philofopher may not rival any thing they 
have left behind them : for as to their political writings, 
no man will think them equal to the Letters on patriot- 
ifm, and the idea of a patriot king. In hiftory we are 
certainly deficient, though Raleigh, Clarendon‘and a few 
others are excellent in their kinds ; but we as certainly 
make it up in mathematics, natural philofophy, phyfic, 
and in the many excellent treatifes we have in morality, 
politics and civil prudence. 

Ir is not my intention to refume a fubjec that has al- 
ready employed much abler pens ; and to raife a difpute 
‘about the comparative merits of the ancients and mo- 
derns; nor would I by any means difcourage the ftudy 
ofthe ancient languages ; for I think the time I {pent 
in acquiring them extremely well employed: but I 
would willingly perfuade fuch as are not mafters of 
‘them, that they may become fcholars and learned men 
with no other affiftance than their own native Englith. 
Iam fure I think the man more deferving of thofe 
names, who is converfant with Bacon, Boyle, Locke 
and Newton, than he who is unacquainted with thefe 
great philofophers, though he fhould have read Plato, 
Ariftotle and all the orators and poets of antiquity. 

You will now, no doubt, be curious to know who 
I am, that decide fo magifterially in a point fo long giv- 
en up, and of fo much confequence to the republic of 
letters. 
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letters. Time, Mr. Fitz~-Adam, may bring that to light.: 
-at prefent it is neceflary I fhould fkreen:myfelf from the 
‘indignation of pedants, who would overwhelm me with 
heaps of ancient rubbifh. My view in this ‘letter is to 
convince ‘the ladies, that many of them poflefs more 
real learning, than a fellow of a college, who has for 
twenty years pored upon remnants. I have indeed often 
wondered that the author of the Worxp has not been 
favoured with a much greater fhare of the productions of 
female correfpondents than any of his predeceffors, as he 
thas fet at nought Greek and Latin for their fakes. But 
' perhaps it may be for that very reafon.: for fo capri- 
cious are the fex, that though they. hate a pedant, they 
defpife the man who is not homo multarum literarum. J 
have heard a lady declare, that fhe could no more. love 
the man whofe learning was not fuperior to her.own, 
than him who took all occafions of fhewing her that it 
was. If you appove of me as a correfpondent, I may 
be fometimes at your fervice; in which cafe, to thew 
‘my learning, my fti'e fhall now and then be enriched 


with a little Greek and Latin. 
I am, 


S1R, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
; 
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